
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Shimshon Aryeh Isseroff currently living in Teaneck, New Jersey was born in Yerushalayim 
on the 5th night of Hanukkah in 1920. At the age of three he came to the United States and 
settled with his family in Boston. There he attended public school and became fluent in Latin, 
thus was born his lifelong love of language with all its grammatical underpinnings - roots, stems 
and all! He bicycled with the Bostoner Rebbe's  son, attended Talmud Torah every day and on 
Motzei Shabbos loved to hear Rav Soloveitchik's Shiur going early to ensure a front row seat. 
 
Dr. Isseroff graduated Boston University and at the age of 23 received Smicha. His next stop 
was Columbia University and a Masters in Education culminating with a PHD from NYU and a 
truly futuristic doctoral thesis outlining the use of visual aids in the classroom. He was now ready 
to begin his serious life's work at   the Board of Jewish Education. Dr. Isseroff was a champion 
of Talmud Torah education for students attending public school. Together with a group of 
"dreamers" he searched and found an idyllic setting in Lake Como, Pennsylvania. The camp he 
helped launch, "Camp Morasha," was conceived as a haven where non observant campers 
could spend the summer with orthodox campers in a magical setting combining Torah learning 
and sports. 
 
Subsequently, Dr. Shimshon A. Isseroff became the the Chairman of the Chidon Hatanach, a 
position which brought him endless satisfaction - the culmination of his life’s efforts. 

Entering its sixth decade, we can imagine nothing more appropriate than naming the USA 
Chidon Ha’Tanach for one of its founders and most passionate champions. To name our 
program the Dr. Shimshon Isseroff USA Chidon Ha’Tanach is to pay tribute to the essence of 
this program. This is a program that not only unites students around the country and the world, 
but it also unites generations through the study of Tanach. We are blessed to honor the legacy 
of a tremendous educator such as Dr. Isseroff as we continue our mission of imbuing another 
generation of ‘Chidon Students’ with a deep and enduring love of Tanach study. 

 

 


