
From Rebecca Bender (Lincoln’s mother) 

To parents of Rabbi Smith prospective students: 

 

My name is Rebecca Bender.  I grew up in Minnesota, where my son was 

born.  We recently moved to South Dakota.  My son had been a student of Rabbi 

Smith prior to our leaving -- studying the many Biblical texts required to 

participate in the Chidon Hatanach (Bible Contest).I had inquired for a private 

teacher for my son to continue studying Tanach for the Bible Contest, after the 

Talmud Torah he was attending did not offer this continuing course of study for 

him. Though we are Conservative and Rabbi Smith is Orthodox, I had no 

problem with his teaching my son, as he is wholly respectful of my son's level of 

observance and has taught students from all branches of Judaism over the 

years. It was immediately clear that he was interested in helping students learn, 

rather than changing their families' belief systems.  

 

Under Rabbi Smith's tutelage, my son became the United States National Chidon 

Champion (English, Junior High division). 

 

As you are probably aware, this is when the "real studying" begins.   

Instead of studying 6 Books of the Tanach (for the National Contest), my son 

was given a list of 29 books to study in the next year for the International 

Contest.  My son had not read most of the texts. The amount of material, frankly, 

seemed overwhelming. 

 

Rabbi Smith, with his patient and reassuring way, made the seemingly 

impossible, possible. Once we were in South Dakota, Rabbi Smith continued his 

teaching of my son via skype.  He e-mailed questions for each chapter, which my 

son would answer, in order to be prepared for his upcoming skype session with 

the Rabbi.  No matter how tired my son was, or how much homework he had 

from public school, even after basketball team practices, he always looked 

forward to his sessions with Rabbi Smith.  After the sessions, he would 

oftentimes tell me something he learned.  I would also hear Rabbi Smith's 

teaching, as I walked past the room, and was continually amazed and impressed 

with his ability to bring in modern day events and ancient commentaries to 

creatively help explain a portion. Rabbi Smith is passionate about the Tanach, 



and his passion became contagious. Over the course of the three years that 

Lincoln studied with Rabbi Smith, I saw that studying the Tanach became 

easier, more enjoyable, and yes, exciting for him. 

 

Children instinctively can tell when someone truly is interested in them.  My son 

felt this immediately with Rabbi Smith.  Rabbi Smith taught him much more 

than just Tanach - but also life lessons.  Though he has completed his Chidon 

participation, my son is looking forward to studying Chumash and Rashi via 

skype with Rabbi Smith this coming year, and studying with him in the coming 

years, as well. 

 

If your child is willing to put in the time, Rabbi Smith will make sure that time is 

well spent. 

 

Rebecca Bender 

 

From Lincoln: 

 

Rabbi Smith has been a great tutor in helping me learn for the National  

and International Bible Contest.  He would always try to teach me in  

ways I learned best, and made sure that I learned more than just the  

text in Tanach. He taught me lessons from Tanach.  He would always send  

me a sheet or 2 sheets of paper for each chapter with questions on them,  

so I could study them before the next lesson. Because of Rabbi Smith, I  

learned more about Tanach every time we studied. When I was studying for  

the National Contest, we only had to study 7 books of Tanach, but for  

the International Contest, it was 29 books. If I asked the Rav a  

question about a book or a story, he would always have an answer. It was  

very easy learning on Skype. We both had the same Tanach and question  

sheets so it felt like Rabbi Smith was just across the table from me.  

After all the learning I have done, I now know much more than I ever did  

before, so I thank Rabbi Smith for that. Next school year, I will study  

Chumash and Rashi with the Rav on skype. 

 

Lincoln Bernhard, 2013 USA National Chidon HaTanach Champion 


